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💡 Quick Reference Guide:
• Independent Clause: Complete thought that stands alone as a sentence. (e.g., The giant peach rolled down the hill)
• Dependent Clause: Incomplete thought starting with a connective; cannot stand alone. (e.g., Because the stem snapped)
• Connectives (Joining Words): Words that connect clauses (e.g., because, although, when, while, since, so, before, after, until, as soon as). 

Section A: Identify the Clauses

Read each clause below. Write IND if it is an Independent Clause or DEP if it is a Dependent Clause. Underline the connective if present. 

1. Although the weather was cold and rainy [              ]
2. James hid inside the giant peach [              ]
3. When the old wooden door opened slowly [              ]
4. The birds sang sweetly in the garden [              ]
5. Before the sun began to rise over the hills [              ]
6. The children gathered around the mysterious tree [              ]
7. Since they were completely out of time [              ]
8. As soon as the bell rang for recess [              ]
9. The bright lantern lit up the dark hallway [              ]
10. While the rain tapped softly against the window [              ]

Section B: Complete the Sentences

Finish each sentence by adding your own ending on the line. 

1. Because it started to rain heavily, . 

2. The children cheered loudly when . 

3. Although the path was dark and narrow, . 

4. We stayed inside the library until . 

5. Since everyone finished their work early, . 

6. The puppy barked happily as soon as . 

7. While the stars glittered in the night sky, . 

8. She packed her bag carefully before . 

Section C: Write Your Own Complex Sentences

Write five complex sentences of your own using connectives (e.g., because, although, when, since, while, after, before, until). Circle the
connective and underline the dependent clause. 
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